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5, The Holy Communion Controversy between
Luther and Zwingli
Of the later antagonisms which stirred mean's miwls
Protestantism and the Reformation movement should really
receive our first consideration.    Only this phenomenon
is of such complexity that it must first bo resolved into
many separate psychological processes before it can become
an object for analytical elucidation.    But that lies outside
my province.   I must therefore content myself by selecting
a single case from that great arena, namely the   Holy
Communion  controversy  between   Luther  and  Zwingli.
The transubstantiation dogma, already  mentioned,  was
sanctioned by the Lateran Council of 1215, and from that
time formed an established article of faith; in which form
Luther himself grew up.    Although the notion that a
ceremony and its concrete practice can have an objective
redeeming value is really quite unevangelieal, since the
evangelical   movement   was   actually   directed   against
Catholic institutions, Luther was nevertheless unable to
free  himself  from  the  immediately   effective   sensuous
impression in the taking of bread and wine,   lie perceived
in it not merely a token, but the actual sensuous reality
with   its  contingent and  immediate  experience;   these
were for him 'an indispensable religious necessity,    He
therefore claimed the actual  presence of the body and
blood of Christ in the Communion*    " In and beneath "
bread and wine he received the body and the bloocl of
Christ.   For him the religious meaning of the immediate
objective experience was so great that his Imagination
was spell-bound by the concretism of the material presence
of the sacred body.   All his attempts at explanation are,
therefore, under the spell of this fact: the body of Christ
is present, albeit ' non~spatially'.   According to the so-
called doctrine of consubstantiation the actual substance